LA

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

]

Office of Communications AP Post Office Box 1979
2 Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979

TEL (312) 751-8227
FAX (312) 751-5307

STATEMENT OF FRANCIS CARDINAL GEORGE, O.M.I.

About the Ingruction “On the manner of proceeding in cases of the crime of solicitation,” drawn up by
Cardina Alfredo Ottavianni, approved by Pope John X X111 on March 16, 1962, and published by the
Vatican Pressin 1962
August 7, 2003

Thisis adocument which shows how serioudy the Catholic Church addresses the snful misuse
of the confessiona by a priest, should he solicit a penitent for sexual purposes either during confession
or immediately before or after. 1t does not presuppose any sexua act as such, only the invitation to ain;
but it dso covers cases where a sinful act takes place as aresult of solicitation in the confessond.

Basicaly, three points are made;

1. If apriest usesthe confessond to solicit sex, the bishop, no matter how he learns of this crime,
cannot ignore it or handle it personaly. The bishop has no choice but to bring the priest to an
ecclesadtica trid. If the priest belongsto ardigious order, his superiors may not transfer him until
the accusation is settled.

2. The person solicited in the confessond has no choice to remain sllent or to hide the priet’ssin. He
or she, or anyone else who knows of this crime, must accuse the priest and must do so within 30

days of the solicitation.
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3. During the period of investigation and during the trid itsalf, the norma rules of lega confidentidity
obtain, much asthey do in agrand jury hearing in civil law.

Because solicitation is such a serious abuse of priestly ministry, most of the document carefully
outlines procedures for the inquiry and the trid. When | was studying the sacrament of penance asa
seminarian, the 1962 document was mentioned and explained to us. It brought home to me how
serioudy the Church condemns and punishes priests who use their ministry as acover for sn. The 1983
Code of Canon Law addresses the crime of solicitation with somewhet different provisons.

It is hard to understand how anyone could construe this severely punitive document asa

“blueprint for deception” by Pope John XXIII.
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